Neurogenic aspects of inflammation.
The relationship between the inflammatory process and the nervous system is twofold. The nervous system is activated by inflammation which causes inflammatory pain and impaired motor function. Conversely, the nervous system acts back on the peripheral process. This is achieved by output systems at different levels, including primary afferent fibers (neurogenic inflammation), spinal cord (reflexes), and the brain (eg, neuroendocrine functions). This article first addresses the activation of the nociceptive system by inflammation; the second part describes the effects of the nervous system on inflamed tissue.